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RD E RED by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament Aſſembled, 
That the Thanks of this Houſe be, and are 
hereby given to the Lord Biſhop of Exeter, for 
the Sermon by him preached before this Houſe 
on Friday laſt in the Abbey Church West- 
minſter ; and he is hereby deſired to cauſe the 
ſame to be printed and publiſhed, 


Aſhley Cowper, Cler Parliamentor.. 
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PSALM XLII. 5. 


God is the King of all the earth : ing 
ye praiſes with underſtanding. 


concerning the occaſion and ſubject of 

this Pſalm : Some referring it to ſtill fu- 
ture times, as a Prophetic Hymn adapted to the 
univerſal kingdom of Chriſt, at the final conver- 
ſion of the Jews, and full calling of the Gen- 
tiles; whereof the inſpired Writings afford fo 
many magnificent predictions. 


T HERE is ſome difference of opinions 


— 


Sou x account it a Pſalm of triumph for ſome 
eminent victory, or deliverance, vouchſafed to 
David or Solomon; as a monument” and example 
to Po/terity of a thankful and pious joy. 


AND others make it relate to the pompous fo- 
lemnity of David's tranſlating the Ark (that token 
of God's preſence and favour) into mount Sion; 
after it had been taken captive by the Phlliſtines, 


(who had been impelled by a facred horror to re- 
ſtore 
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ſtore it) and had underwent ſeveral flitting lodge- 
ments and movements from place to place; every 


one of them unworthy of it's cuſtody. 


BuT to whichever occaſion we aſcribe the 
P/alm, it affords no unſuitable ſubject to this ſo- 
lemn day of Thankſgiving ; calling up our atten- 
tion to an important Iu; that God is tbe King of 


all the earth; and directing to a reſulting Duty, 


ot ſinging praiſes with underſtanding. 


© GOD is the King of all the earth : the Sove- 
reign Governor and Diſpoſet of the Univerſe, of 
every creature and particle of it; the Lord of 
this world, the earth, in particular, and all that 
dwell therein; having a full right to homage and 

obedience from every rational creature, as his ſub- 
jet. A truth, one would imagine, lying out of 


the reach of contradiction, or exception: which 


however hath not only been called in queſtion, 
but plainly denied, by ſome Authors, antient, and 
modern. 7 


WHaAT think you of thoſe, who teach the 
Univerſe to be God; that the world with all the 
parts of nature conſtitutes the very eſſence of that 
perfect being, which we call the Deity ? Which 
ſeems nothing but the monſtrous abſurdity, of 
confounding the thing formed and governed with 

him 


KA 


69 


him that formed and governeth it: and venting 
the abſolute nonſenſe of an omnipotent, omniſci- 
ent, all- wiſe and good 20rd; unchangeable, im- 


mortal, infinitely perfect dirt and rubbiſh. 


WHAT think you of thoſe, among whom 
our noted Hobbes may be deemed the chief, who 
would exempt from the right of God's dominion 
the Atheiſt ; becauſe he neither believes, nor owns 
a God; nor has given conſent to his Authority ? 
As if the favourite notion of our own conſent was 
to reach even to heaven; and the Government of 
God become ſo precarious, as to depend upon the 
will of men. Is it not enough to teach, that a 
ſubject ceaſeth to be ſo, becauſe he is reſolved to 
ſhake off the yoke ; and may plead innocence, be- 
cauſe he is a Traytor, and a Rebel? Or that a 
Father muſt Joſe his paternal Authority, becauſe 
the ſon is pleaſed to diſoun and diſobey him? But 
muſt the Eternal one, God from everlaſting to 
everlaſiing be depoſed alſo? Surpriſing inſtance, to 
what lengths the caprice of human impiety may 
be carried! It is but declaring ourſelves Ath:7/!s ; 
and all is fate, and well: we are no longer ſubject 
to the imperious will of heaven, The truth is, a 
man hath [berfy, as a moral agent; but by no 
means a right, to diſclaim the Divine authority : 
he ftands accountable to juſtice, and mult abide 
the . Nor, I apprehend, can Ged exempt 


any 


a 
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any perſon, or: thing, from his juriſliction; be- 
cauſe that would be to deny himftf; and ceaſe 
(which is an im — to be! Aan great 
and per fem. | 

Ox the fame account I add, (though this too 
may diſpleaſe the great maſters of liberty and rea- 
ſon) that Cad is @ deſpotic- arbitrary King; acting 
according to his abſolute will and pleaſure; with- 
out limitation, or controll; and may do what he 
will with his creatures. Nor need we in the leaſt 


be alarmed at ſuch a power in ſuch a being ; who 


at the ſame time is without limitation rig bleous, 
wiſe, merciful and good ; who cannot poſſibly do 
any thing unjuſt, weak, or unkind. - Becauſe that 
again would be a diminution of the divine per- 
fections, and God muſt deny himſelf. And ſure ab- 
ſolute power in ſuch hands muſt be acknowledg- 


ed as the moſt deſirable, and happy fe than can 
be conceived. 


PeRHAPs even in human Governments the 
ſafeſt and happie/t form would be an abſolute 
Monarchy ; provided the Sceptre were always in 
the hands of the wr/e/t and beſt of men, But 
ſeeing very few ſuch men are to be found; and 
thoſe probably far enough from ſuch a Station ; 
conſidering not only the infirmities and frailties, 
but the unruly wills and affeftions of finful men; 


and 


5 


and that Heaven has appointed no peculiar mode! 

of Government; — It is too dangerous an experi- 

ment to truſt ſuch an exorbitant power in a /-mgle 

perſon : and all prudent Nations will find, or 

make, ſome legal expedients to preſerve them- 

ſelves from ſlavery and chains. But as to the 

Kingdom of Heaven, any «precautions and re- 

ſtraints of our deviſing are pure wickedneſs, mad- 

neſs, and impoſſibility. For is it not a wicked 

injuſtice for little creatures to limit their Maker ; 

who in virtue of creation has an undoubted right 

to govern the work of his hands? For fays the 

Prophet, * Thou art God, even thou alme, of all Ita. xxxvii. 10 
the kingdoms of the earth; for thou haſt made 10. Þ 
heaven, and earth, Doth it not argue extreme | 
madneſs to form even a wiſh againſt his juriſ- 
diction, who from the tranſcendant excellency of © | 1 
his nature muſt neceſſarily order every thing for 
the beſt? And there is none good, but one, 
And how 1s it poſſible to oppoſe the Almighty ; 
| who muſt govern abſolutely, whether we will, 


or no? © None can ſtay his band, or ſay unto him, 
what doeſt thou. 


OUR Philoſopher before- mentioned takes in- 
deed upon him to reſolve God's whole right of 
Government into power, derives his title purely 
from omni potence; our obligation to obey ariſing 


only from our weakneſs, And that a perſon who 
B hath 
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hath been ſo free with his Maker may appear 
likewiſe unfriendly to the intereſt of his fellow 
creatures ; he hath taken care to derive hence very . 
falſe and pernicious maxims, fatal to Þuman Soci- 
ety, to Virtue and Religion, For he makes no 
ſcruple of inveſting the Civil Magiſtrate, God's 
Lieutenant upon earth, with the ſame Juriſdiction, 
upon the ſame grounds; of dominion being found- 
ed in power, Accordingly he roundly aſſerts, 
* that upon the demiſe of a Monarch, and the 
« Government unſettled, every man may ſnatch 
« Sovereignty that can, by equal and natural 
e right: — that the Sovereignty ought always to 
« be in a ſingle perſon; and that ſingle perſon 
e deſpotic and abſolute, having a juſt power of 
e acting by his mere will and pleaſure ; — and 
e this he carries ſo high, that his will and plea- 
e ſure is the law of juſtice; his dictates and 
* inſtitutes the teſt and meaſure of right and 
© wrong, good and evil: -— that the ſum of true 
religion conſiſteth in obedience to Chriſt's Lieu- 
tenant ; and giving God ſuch honour, in At- 
tributes and Actions as this Lieutenant ſhall or- 
« dain; whoſe right it is authoritatively to in- 
« terpret Scriptures; to determine what Books 
&« are Canonical, or not; to allow, or diſallow, 
« all Religious worſhip and doctrines, miracles, 
and revelations : — and as a particular inſtance 
that whatever is commanded by the Sovereign 

cc 18 


61) 
cis juſtified by that command, that a Chriſtian, 
6e provided he retains the faith of Chriſt in his 


« heart, may deny his Saviour at his Sovereign's 
* command,” 


Wu RE you ſce a Sy/em (if it may be call- 
ed fo) of Government, eſtabliſhing complete uni- 
verſal Tyranny ; to the ſubverſion of all privileges 
of ſubjects, laws, liberties and comforts of human 
Society; a Syſtem deſtroying the eſſential differ- 
ence between good and evil; eraſing the dictates 
of natural conſcience, and all impreſſions of the 
God of nature; reducing even the Revealed will 
of Heaven to nothing more than what a weak and 
wicked mortal ſhall condeſcend to allow ; and 
thereby ſubjecting the * to the freaks of 
his Deputy. 


NeeDp I ſpend time in confuting, or railing an 
abherrence of doctrines ſo fundamentally falſe, and 
pernicious both to Civil and Sacred truths ? And 
will it not ſuffice to make a few obſervations ? 


AN p firſt, you may here obſerve a pretty exact 
tranſcript of the arrogant claims, and corrupt 
doctrines of the Papacy ; only placed in other 
hands. You will compare the whole ſcheme of 
the Hobbeſian Lieutenant with the known plan of 
the e Vicar of Cbriſt, demanding abſo- 

B 2 lute 
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lute authority both in Temporals and Spirituals, 
uſually termed his plenitude of power, and Papal 
omnipotence :—a power to bind all, judge all; and 
to be bound and judged by none: becauſe this 
would be limiting him, whoſe authority is un- 
limited, —To diſpenſe with the laws of nature and 
- morality, and ſo effectually govern them; that if 
the Pope ſhall declare white to be black, and black 
white, virtue to be vice, and vice virtue; — we 
are bound to believe him. So high runs the 
claim, —that the whole of Chriſtian Religion 1s 
comprehended in the doctrine of his Power ; who 
is alone the Infallible Interpreter of Scripture, and 
definer of Articles of faith, and doctrine; can 
either add to the written word, or take from it; 
and diſpenſe againſt Prophets, Apoſtles and Evan- 
geliſts. To which add that Yeſuitical. blaſphe- 
mous maxim (taught and practiſed by ſome af 
their Miſſionaries) that it is lawful in times of 
danger and perſecution, to deny Chriſt in word, 
if they but own him in their hearts. Nor are 
theſe the only inſtances of a cloſe conformity be- 
tween Papiſis and thoſe who would be thought at 
the wideſt diſtance from them: and we might 
eaſily produce ſundry potions and principles, both 
of Libertines and Enthufiaſts, — Such as the King- 
Killing doctrine, dominion founded in Grace, &c.— 


Which are nothing but models ſtolen from the 
Vatican Cabinet, 


You 
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Yo may obſerve again, how this profligate 
notion of right ariſing from mere power ; the ne- 
ceſſity of that power's devolving on a /ing/e per- 
ſon; and that perſon's being arbitrary; —I fay 
how evidently and naturally it ſerved the cauſe, 
and promoted the advancement of the mock. Pro- 
tector in the times of the great Rebe/li;n : who had 
no manner of right but power ; power, which he 
gained by a daring ſpirit, and profound bypocriſy : 
for the fake of which he waded through the 


blackeſt crimes of perjury, rebellion, and treaſon ; 
through rivers of Blood, and blood Royal, and which 


he maintained too by the moſt Tyrannical acts and 
methods of preſſion, ſome of them unexampled 


in former ages, 


Non will it be improper to obſerve, how the 
Author of theſe deteſtable principles, for which he 
was driven from the Court of the exid Monarch, 
as calculated for the ſervice of 7mprety and uſurpa- 
tion ;—yet for reaſons evident enough, became a 
iharer in the favours of the fame Monarch re- 
ſeored; who had indeed a clear and juſt title to 
the legal dominion of the nations; but no better 
title to ate power, than what ſuch writers and 


principles gave him, 


Bu T let us return a little to the bleſſed and oy 
| Potentate. 


| ( 14 ) 

Potentate, who hath an inconteflable right to the 
full and abſolute government of the world ; who 
alone. from the perfection of his nature and At- 
tributes is fit for ſuch a power; and which he 
actually exerciſeth , continually and univerſally ; 
providentially ſuperintending, directing, and pre- 
ſerving the whole, and each individual part, with- 
out exception, What awful thoughts are we 
hereby taught to entertain of the Almighty * 
What irreſiſtible motives for ſubmiſſion to his will, 
and obedience to his commands, and firm reliance 
on his Providence? Who can deſpair, or who 
preſume ; when none is ſo low and little as to lie 
beneath his care, and none ſo high as to riſe above 
it? If his inſpection extends to the hair of our 
head, and the falling of a ſparrow ; how much 
more to /fe itſelf, and its principal concerns? 
How much more to the ſtil] greater affairs, the 
fate of Cities, Nations and Kingdoms. 


AN p though he has frequently a path where 
his fool ſleps are not known ; ſo that the manner, 
and the reaſons of his direction, are impercepti- 
ble to ſhort- ſighted creatures; yet his interpoſing 
hand is equally certain, equally ju/? and good, 


through all the variety of methods by which the 
world is conducted. 


SOM E- 
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SOMETIMES to awaken a ſupid generation, 
or reform a vicious one, or introduce a new ſtate 
of things; he makes his power to be known in 
that extraordinary way, which we call miracle. 
And in the ordinary diſpenſation of things, which 
we call the cou ſe of nature, all is equally divine and 
wonderful; ſhewing the regularity of his opera- 
tion and purpoſe, who from the beginning hath 
laid in the ſeeds of every ſuitable produce, and or- 
dained ſuch, or ſuch, efe#s naturally to ſpring 
from his original cauſes, And yet this common 
courſe of things is not ſo certain and unvariable, 
nor the Supreme Director ſo ſtrictly bound by the 
general rule; as not to reſtrain, alter, and over- 
rule it, at pleaſure. 


SOMETHING of this nature appears in ſuch 


remarkably important events from minute beginnings 
and circumſtances, as are really aſtoniſhing ; in 
human apprehenſion the cauſe by no means ſuf- 
ficient for ſo. ſtupendous an ect. And perhaps 
moſt events of the greateſt conſequence, the re- 
volutions of States and Empires, have turned 
upon ſome ſeemingly trivial and inſignificant 
cauſe. 


G O D's over-ruling direction more plainly ap- 
pears, when events quite different from the ſeem- 
ing 
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ing cauſe, contrary to all probability and. reaſon, 
and even contrary to the intention of the agents, — 
are brought to paſs ; and good manifeſtly produced 
out of evil, There cannot be a ſtronger inſtance 
of theſe particulars concurring, than in the mar- 
vellous work of human Redemption: a Diſpenſa- 
tion not to be named, or thought on, without 
Reverence and Thankſgiving. If we let this man 
alone, (fay the Council) if we cut him not off; 
all men will believe in him, and the Romans ſhall 
come, and take away both our place and nation. 
And what, according to human policy, and pro- 
bability, could better be deviſed? Had all men 
believed in Chr:/?, their Ecclefaſtical Conſtitution 
was at an end: and as by that belief Jeſus muſt 
be King of the Jets, their Civil Polity would 
follow: Cæœſar, and the Romans, enraged at their 
revolt, would ſoon come and extirpate their coun- 
try. Therefore the Council will put an end to 
their own fears, and the pretenſions of our Lora, 
by putting him to death. But ſee the effects of 
carnal policy againſt the will of Heaven, 'The 
very reverſe is the iſſue: their putting him to 
death was the cauſe and means of all men's be- 
lieving ; that very act drew the vengeance of the 
Romans upon them; who in a few years (ac- 
cording to the Divine purpoſe) came, and tk 
away both their place and nation. And all other 
Oppoſers of the Goſpel, together with the great 


Corruptors 


(17) 
Corruptors of it, may reſt aſſured, that their very 
tppoſition and corruption plainly confirm its vera- 
city; and their atiiſhiment will be a ſad proof 


of Cbriſt's univerſal authority. 


Ir were eaſy to produce many inſlances out of 
the Inſpired writings to the ſame purpoſe : but 1 
deſcend (as the day leads me) to more ſecular and 
national concernment. 


In wars between one nation and another, the 
wiſeſt counſels, the ſtrongeſt armies, the fitteſt 
Generals, the beſt preparations, are uſually em- 
ployed, And it is fit it ſhould be ſo: common 
Reaſon, and common Previdence, directing to a 
juſt expectation of ſucceſs in proportion to the 
means: the race to the feift, and the battle to the 
 firong, But is this an eſtabliſhed rule, without 
exception? Doth not Hiffory afford ſundry in- 
ſtances of great armies (from ſome inadyertency, | 
or miſtake, and numerous unforeſeen accidents) 
totally routed by ſmall ones; or ſinking under the 5 
mere weight of their own bulk and ſtrength ? 
And may not every mighty project eaſily be de- 
feated, be turned into fooliſhneſs, and defeat it- 
ſelf; eſpecially when Religious ſecurities are not | | 
attended to, and God goeth not forth with the 1 


army? 
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On the other fide, we have heard of States 
and Nations brought low to the brink of deſtruc- 


tion, almoſt within the jaws of an over-grown in- 


ſolent ravager; by means of the inſenſibility, 
cowardice, or treachery of their Rulers, And yet 
that very inſenſibility, cowardice, and treachery 
(by an eaſy turn of Providence, and with ſurpri- 


ſing facility) have become their ſecurity ; and raiſed 
up a public ſpirit and reſolution to reinſtate a 


Power, more inclined and better fitted, to under- 
take a deliverance, God having prepared his in- 
ſtruments, his word runneth very ſwiftly into exe- 
cution. 


How was our own Kingdom torn in pieces, 
and reduced almoſt to aſhes by Domeſtic heats ? 
Trampled upon nigh unto death and deſpair, by 


rebellion, uſurpation, and oppreſſion ? And yet that 


very deſpair, the common feeling of miſery and 
ruin recovered our Ferefathers to their ſenſes : 
Heaven bowing the hearts of 1ſrael, even among 
to the troublers of Iſrael, as one man to bring the 
King back; and the common rights and happineſs 
of the nation with him. A comfortable proof, 
that though a Kingdom divided againſt itſelf cannot 
ftand, yet the Reſtorer of all things can raiſe it up, 
and bring it brighter, and more valuable, out of 
its aſhes :— and that to ſpeak confuſion into order, 

| and 


| (19) # 
and turn good into evil, is one of the gracious Pre- | ol 
rogatives of the Deity. N 


You have heard enough, I preſume, of God's * 
Sovereign Government, to be convinced of the re- ö 6 


ſulting duty; fing ye praiſes with underſtanding: 
or, (as the marginal conſtruction expreſſeth it) 
every one that hath underſtanding. 4 


AND a ſlender portion of that noble faculty 104 
falls to the man, who ſees not reaſon to be thank- 1 
ful, that we live under the faithful protection of a 155 
common Governor and Guardian; and not in the 
gloomy ſtate of forlorn nature and a fatherleſs 
world, —A world unable to help itſelf, haſty to 
ruin itſelf ; by its infirmities, paſſions, and vices, 
< by our quarrelſome, miſchievous, lawleſs, ſeparate 
tempers and views (every one pulling his own 
way) falling of courſe to pieces : were it not kept 

together by the ſpecial direction of an invi/ible 
band. What becomes of our under landing, when 
we pay not our grateful acknowledgements to the 
Supreme, who hath not entruſted the earth to its 
own ſenſeleſs management; nor the in’ Govern- 
ment to any ambitious, humourſome, arbitrary and 
cruel mortal : but holds the reins in his own hand; 
driving on, checking and over-ruling ; as ſcemeth 


beſt to his godly wiſdom, juſtice, and mercy ? 
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Ap for this reaſon the Apo/ile enjoins us to 
give thanks to God ahvays, and for all things; whe- 
ther under proſperous, or ' adverſe, circumſtances. 
For however the voice of praiſe and thankſgiving 
may ſeem a hard leſſon to private perſons or com- 
munities, when compelled to whiſper out the duſt 
of affliction, and groan under the yoke of oppreſ- 
fron : It is certainly the leſn of God, and reaſon ; 
in acknowledgment of his righteous will, and 
faithful purpoſe in caufing us to be troubled. And 
it is an advantageous leſſon; becauſe it deſcends, 
and ſearches the heart; and effectually commands 
in every looſe and wandering thought to the con- 
templation of the Holy one. As accordingly we 
are commanded, and ſcarce need to be com- 
manded, in the day of adverſity to confider :;— 
How, and why is this great evil come upon us? 
What meaſures are we to take for removing it.“ 
And what manner of men ought we to 'be, in 


order to regain his n n can turn our 
ar 8. 


Ap for rejoicing in the day of proſperity, 
where can be a doubt? Or who be the oppoſer ? 
When affairs run ſmooth, and we dip our 2 in 
oil, God anſwering us in the joy of our bearts; 
becomes not only a right and reaſonable, a 
pleaſant thing to be __ ont 

sven 
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Sucn a day unqueſtionably is 2his; appoint- 
ed by Authority as «© a day of Thank(ſpgiving- to 
Almighty God, for putting an end to the great 
Rebellion, by the Reſtitution of the King and 
Royal Family, and the Reſtoration of the Govern- 
ment after many years interruption,” | 


AND if we are not to be Thankful for the 
bleſſing of this Deliverance ; what, My Lords, 
do we here? Or indeed, how could we have been 
here ? Without ſuch a Deliverance, this Sacred 
Houſe of God would have remained a Conventicle, 
or perhaps a Stable; and your Honourable Houſe 


have had 10 being. Conſider if you can, without 


abhorrence and indignation, The Lords anointed 
barbaroufly murdered, your ſelves turned off as uſe- 
leſs and dangerous ; and Supreme Authority uſurped 
by a ſcanty remnant of the Commons, ſupported by 
their Guards, Hypocriſy and Entbuſiaſin. Then at 
leaſt confeſs a lawleſs and rebellious Power ; a 
Power not to be ſatiated with iniquity, “ till no- 
thing was left entire in Church or State, to the 
Crown, the Nobility, or the Commons ; either 
as to Jaws, liberties, eſtates, order, honour, con- 
ſcience, or lives “.“ 


od Eix, Bxo A. 27. 
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To remedy, or to encreaſe, theſe inſupportable 
evils, new Spectres of Authority ſucceſſively aroſe 
in various ſhapes ; all of them unknown, and un- 
ſuitable to the Genius of this nation. Beſides 
Yotham's Parable verified, in the bramble mating 
itſelf King, and fire coming out of the bramble to 
devour the Cedars of Lebanon; every wild form of 
Government, and every fantaſtic ſcheme of Reli- 
gion, had their day: like ſo many atry meteors 
making a tranſient glare, then falling, and expiring 
in a ſtench. 


ITT is of the Lord that men thus wearied them. 
ſelves for very vanity ; who permitted theſe little 
engines to try every method of managing the ma- 
chine of Government, according to their ſeveral 
paſſions and views; in order to manifeſt the in- 
ſufficiency, the rottenneſs, and miſchief of them 
all: who placed diſappointment and vexation at 
the end of each miſerable project; that tired at 
length with their own wickedneſs and follies, they 
might think of ſettling upon the Od Foundation ; 
and the Genius of England return with the Pro- 
vidential plan of a legal Monarthy, and a ſober, 
rational Reformed Religion, And is there not a 
cauſe for ſolemnizing a religious memorial, as a 
laſting monument, for ſuch a Deliverance as this? 
For /inging praiſes to the King of all the carth ; 


as 
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as men of underſtanding, and duly conſidering 


who was the Author, and what the value of the 
benefit ? 


yy 

NoR, among the manifold bleſſings of the Re- 
ſtoration, was it the leaſt part of our happineſs ; 
that (as is too natural and frequent in ſach ſudden 
alterations) the whole weight of Power was not. 
immediately thrown. into the Scale of unbounded 
Prerogative.; Providence having prepared ſome up- 
right. and able Counſellors ſo to temper the paſſions 
of men, their joy and revenge, after a deliverance 
from Anarchy, as to prevent the falſe Loyalty of 
eſtabliſhing the contrary extreme. 


Ir muſt indeed be owned, that the tempting 
bait of abſolute ſway gradually found its way into 
the affections of our Scvereignus; and gradually too 
deprived them of the affections of their people. So 
that in the courſe of not many years it threw off 
the maſſe, and ſtood confeſled ; and by the aſſiſt- 
ance of its uſual and faithful Ally, Popery (that 
ſcandal and ſcourge of the Chriſtian world) made 
dreadful advances ;—but with ſuch infatuated zeal, 

and precipitant haſtineſs, as made the ſceptre too 
hot to hold; and once more put à new ſong of 
Thankſgiving into our mouths. 


AND 


1) 


At ND RP the Dolmmcantuticn of that De- 
liverance be not the peculiar buſineſs of this day: 
Yet, as in the event of things, and by the gra- 
cious appointment of the Almighty, our Government 
is hereby ſettled upon its proper 4a/is of a juſt and 
happy medium, and become the be- balanced Con- 
Nitution under heaven 5— one cannot forbear ex- 
preſſing the ſincere ſentiments of a thankful heart 


for ſuch a defirable E/tabl; ;ſhment ; or exciting our 
fervent prayers for its continuance, that no weapon 


formed aguinſt it may proſper ; that they may proſper 
that love it. And I humbly truſt, that whenever 
the two tails of theſe ſmoaking Sebrambs (be they 
Anarchy and Tyranny, be they Fanaticiſm and 


Popery) ſhall be kindled againſt this Confiration, 
they will only confume themſelves, 


As to obvious and proper Inferences, which 
the ſolemnity of this day may ſuggeſt ;—Thoſe, 
who ſhall at any time fit at the helm of Govern- 
ment, have an inllruction to pay faithfully thery tri- 
bute of - honour and obedience to the Sovereign of 
nations, by whom they reign ; and at whoſe beck 
both Kings and Kingdoms muſt ſtand and fall :— 
attended with a monition, that nothing ſooner 
breaks the Prerogative than over ſtraining it ; and 
that being Fathers of the people implies hve and 
care, as well as Authority, 
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Tuos x under ſubjefion are taught, what va- 
lue they ought to put upon order and Government, 
conſtituted by Heaven for their ſecurity and wel- 
fare; that a violent head-ſtrong oppoſition to Lau- 
Jul Authority is the direct road to Slavery; and 
probably (which is a grating circumſtance) under 
one, or more, of their own ſeditious leaders; li- 
centiouſneſs, which is nothing elſe but liberty run 
mad, being a natural preparation for chains: and 
of conſequence, how ſenſible they ſhould be of 
the divine goodneſs, when it faves them from the 
bitter fruits of their own follies : and what amends 
it becomes them to make by a future quiet and 
peaceable life, in all Godlineſs and honeſty. 


Tu E people of theſe nations in particular are in- 
ſtructed, as a proper teſtimony of their ſincerity 
and gratitude, carefully to preſerve, and improve 
the Bleſſing: and to this end, never to be wanting 
in a hearty and ſteady alligiance to the preſent juſt 
and legal Government, raiſed up by Providence for 
the ſupport of all that is valuable in life ; entruſted 


too in thoſe hands, which diſdain all Defpo7ic rule, 


And I with to God all our own hearts were as free 
from ſeduction and faction, as the Royal heart is 
from any propenſity to arbitrary and illegal mca- 
ſures : And therefore deſerves, —not the State- 
felony of ſtealing away the hearts of his people; nor 

D | only 
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only the cool Loyalty of not being diſaffeed, but 
the warm affections of hve and honour, real fervice 
and afſilance. We can't be inſenſible that his, and 
every other crown, is in ſome meaſure à crown of 
thorns : to be pulling cut ſome of them ſhould be 
every good ſubjects buſineſs; and to make his 
facred life and reign as ealy, and * as "comfortable as 
we can, | 
Aso all, (becauſe it concerns our all) ef- 
fectual care muſt be taken to ſecure the favour of 
the Krrg of all the earth; as there is not a ſoul 
breathing, much leſs a Community, that ſtands. 
not in need of his continual help; that muſt not 
unavoidably periſh without it. Wherefore let us 
remember, what praiſe and Thankſgroing mean in 
their due /atitude ; as not conſiſting in a bare form 
of words on this day, and in this place; but im- 
plying a deep ſenſe of the Divine protection and 
Deliverance engraven on the heart, and producing 
a conſtant tenour of gratitude in our conduct. 
There is no ſure dependance upon any other 
principle: Nothing of private, or public concern- 
ment, can have any reaſonable proſpect of riſing 
high, or ſtanding long; that is not Bortomed upon 
Providence : nor that be gained in our favour with- 
out ſorne higher meaſure of human deſervings, 
than commonly falls under our obſervation. Far- 
ther attainments in religion and virtue, a more 


practical 
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practical conviction of the fower's of the world t9 
come, ſeem neceſſary; before we can ſafely /penk 
pace to our country, or think of repofing, with a 
well-grounded confidence, under the ſhelter P 
Heaven. 


* s * 


. Tm1s % indeed, — this Aingdom, — this world, 

— are comparatively but of Attle moment : tbeir 
day is coming for mouldring into duſt. But to 
What an immenſe value do they ſwell; when we, 
give ourſelves leiſure to conſider, that our hebavi- 
our bere, in our reſpective ſtations, entirely deter- 
mines our. condition in that Kingdom which Hall 
never. be deſtroyed? ? 


The E N D. 


628) 
POST SCRIP T. 


Es T I ſhould be thought to injure Mr. Hobbes, 
and charge him wrongfully ; I ſhall refer to par- 
ticular paſſages of his writings; and produce either 
his own expreſs words, or ſometimes the ſenſe of them, 
for brevity. | 

« In the Kingdom of God we reckon for ſubjefts,— 
not inanimate and irrational bodies, becauſe they un- 
derſtand not the precepts and threats of God: nor yet 
the Atheiſts, becauſe they believe not the exiſtence of 4 
God: nor thoſe, who believing a God, believe not his 
Providence over this inferior world ; for theſe alſo nei- 
ther acknowledge his precepts, nor fear his threats.” 
De Cive. Cap. 15. § 2. 

« HE had been conſidering the pretenſions of the 
Atheiſt (cap. 14. F 19.) as having neither believed. 
the being of God, nor given. conſent. to his power: and 
alloweth his fault to be an indifcretion, or ignorance, 
yet not therefore, gecuſable. But he will not allow 
him to be puniſhed as a diſobedient ſubject to bis Sove- 
reien; but as an enemy, by right of war, ſubdued by a 

ſuperior poter. To which he adds in his Annotation, 
4 that he had taken great gains, and vehemently de- 
fired, to: find: out ſome Law, whereby: to convict the 
Atheiſt of injury, or injuſtice to God: but not being able 
to find any, he fixeth on him the name of fool; and 
afterwards, in pity to his folly, offers at ſome argu- 
ments to juſtify, or excuſe him.“ | 

Tux right of nature, whereby God reigneth over 
men, and puniſhes thoſe that break his Laws, is to be 
derived, 


(29) 1 
derived, not from his creating them, — but from his 1 
trreſiſtible power. Leviath. page 187. And the ſame 9 
igbt, as ariſing from his Omnipotence alone, he urgeth, 
de Cive, Cap. 15. § 5. whence, ſays he, it is manifeſt 
that our obligation to obedience is owing only to our _ 
weakneſs.” ibid. 5 7. | 
« Tas right and only ſafe way is, to confer all 
Power on one man; — the multitude ſo united in one 
perſon is called a Commonwealth, This is the Genera- 


tion of that great Leviatban, or rather (to ſpeak more 
reverently) of that Mortal God, to which we owe un- | 15 


der the Immortal God, our peace and defence. And ; 4 


in him conſifteth the eſſence of the Commonwealth, 
which is one perſon, &c.“ Leviath. page 87, 88. 

« THe juſt power of Kings is abſolute, unlimited; 
they are not ſubject to any Laws, &c. de Cive, cap. 
6. F 13, Cc. Subjects have no rights or properties, | 
but what he will allow them, ibid. $ 15, and 18. i , 

Norns that the Sovereign can do to a ſubject, | 
on any pretence whatſoever, can properly be called in- 
Juſtice and injury, Leviath, page 109. A Sovereign can- | 
not grant any of his power ſo far, but that he may 1 
recall it; nor can a ſubject make uſe of 3 * 
without fin : — as being inconſiſtent with Sovereignty, 
and granted through ignorance of the evil conſequen- 
ces. Leviath, page 157. 

« THrrs abſolute right of Monarchy he attempts to 
prove from Scripture.” Leviat. p. 105. & De Cive. c. 1 1. 
5.6. Among other impertinent allegations ſtrongly in- 
"_ on God's declaration by Samuel. (1 Sam, viii. 

) This Hall be the right of the King —he ſhall take 


I fields, corn, wine, &c. and ye ſpall be bis ſervants. 
This. 
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This is ab/elute power, ſummed up in the laſt words, 
ye ſhall. be his ſervants—called by Cod himſelf the right 
of Kings.” Where the great fallacy. of him, and other 
Champions of Tyranny, lies in ſubſtituting the word right 
vf Kings in the placg of the word manner of Kings, 
what ar bitrary Sovereigns in thoſe. countries were accul- 
tomed to excrciſe. The. meſs ofKings i is better taught. 
Deut. xvii. 1 

<PRILV ATE E 1 of good, and evil i is a doc- 
trine principally ending to/edition. + The rules of good 


and evil, juſt and unjuſt, honeſt and diſhoneſt are the 
Civil Laws : what the Legiſlator commands is to be ac- 


counted ggod, what he forbids, evil. —Before Empires, 
juſt and unjuſt did not exiſt y as their nature is relative 
to command; and every. a action is of its own. nature 
indiſferent. That they are juſt, or unjuſt, proceeds from 
the. command of the Sovereign. 77 batſoever therefore 
- lawſul Kings command, they make juſt by command.- 
ing; and whatever they forbid, unjuſt by forbidding.” 
De Cive. cap. 12. H. | 

| AccoRDiNG. to him, the ' whole of religion 


confiſterh i in the will of tbe Sovercign, God's Lieutenant 
upon earth : and our duty is to give God fuel honour 


and worſhip, as his Lieutenant ſhall ordain; 

..*. He, to whom God hath not ſapernatl rally re- 
vealed that the Ecriptures are his, — is not obliged to 
obey them by any authority bur his, wlioſe commands 
have alieady the force of Law, that is the Sovereign. 
Levialb. pag. 205. whence alſo we are to judge of the 
Interpreting of Scripture, For whatſoever hath a law? 
ful power over any writing to make it a Law, hath a 


payer alſo to approve, or diſapprove, the interprela- 
| RW 
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tion of the ſame.” pag. 206. Not the very words 
of Scripture, but the words of the Interpreter are the 
word of God.” De Cive. cap. 17. 817. 

TA Canonical Interpreter ought to be the Seve- 
reign, whoſe lawful office it is to determine all contro. 
verſies ; and to. whoſe, authority we are obliged to 
ſtand, as much as totheirs, who firſt recommended the 
Scripture itſelf, for a, Canon of faith, &c. Ibid. § 18: 
It remains therefore, that the interpretation of S. Scrip- 
ture, i. e, the right of determining controverſies, de- 
pends, and is derived from the autberirx of that. man— 
who has the ſupreme. power.” 827 

Tue Sovereign is to determine 8 books of Serip- 
ture are Canpnical. Inſpiration, . Miracles, Prophecy, 


are all ſubject to the pleaſute and power of God's Vi le. 


gerent on earth, who is the Sovereign Propbet. 1 Leviat. 
pas 1697199. 283—, 232. 

I he ſhould command us to worſhip Ged under 
an image: certainly we are to to do it.“ De Give. 


cap. 15. F 18. 
« [+ it be further aſked, what 1 we be comthändbdl 


by our lawſul Prince, to ſay with out tongue we 


believe not; (viz. in Chriſt ?) Anſwer. Profeſſion with, 


the tongue is but an externa thing, — wherein'a Chris 
ſtian, holding firmly in his Heart the faith of Chrift, 
hath the ſame liberty which: the Prophet Eliſha al- 
jowed to Naaman the. Syrian, — go in peace. But then 
what ſhall we anſwer to our Savhur's ſaying, * HYhbo- 


ſocver ſhall diny me before men, him will the ſon of man 


alſo deny, &c. Tits we may ſay, that whatſoever 2 
ſubject is compelled to do in bed enct to his Sovereign, 
and doth it not in order to his own mind, but in order 

0 


„ 
to the laws of his country, that action is not bis, but 
his e z nor is it he that denieth Chriſt, on his 
Governour,” — Leviath. pag. 271. 

„% Axp that which is ſaid in the Seriptare, © is 
better to obey God than men, hath place in the king- 
dom of God by Pa#, and not by Nature,” Leviatb. 
Page 193. | 

„ Amonc the Ae enden of neunen and 
what tend to its diſſolution, he reckons want of abſo- 
lute power, private judgment of good and evil, liberty 
of conſclence, pretence to Inſpiration, ſubjecting the 
Sovereign power to laws, attributing property to ſubjetts, 
a divided government, a mixed government, &c.” 
Leviath. page 167,, Cc. And all theſe he tells us, 
« are ſeditious opinions? de Cive, cap. 12. Fn. 

Ap ſo much, I hope, is enough to make good 
the charge againſt Mr. Hobbes; and likewiſe to ſhew 
the Conformity between the Papal Infallibility and his 
arbitrary monarch : the ſame claims in different perſons. 
Much more might be quoted from theſe, and his other 
writings, For what I have cited I made uſe of his 
Leviathan, edit. London 1651. and his Book de Cive. 

Amſt. 1669. #1 


þ- 


